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FLEMMER FAMILY CIRCULAR





 21 Windsor Road Kalk Bay 7975 South Africa





      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings One and All




       Circular 53/13 May 2013

If it’s late April/early May it must be time for Judy and me to be getting ready for our next trip to Greece. We leave on 19th May and are as ever, running around getting everything done. We will be joined in June by Kate, Steve and Ella who is now a lively, lovely two year old. They moved to Johannesburg recently and it is the grandparents lot to say goodbye to them all. I can’t help thinking of our ancestors. Johannesburg is a two hour flight away. When the Flemmers left Denmark in 1852 how final it must have been. You left on a three month voyage to the Cape and there was little chance of seeing family and loved ones left behind ever again. Thank goodness for email and Skype!

In the December circular I mentioned Temple Farm, the home of Arthur Forbes and his wife Hilda Flemmer in 1902. I have been told by the current owners, Wendy and Andrew van Lingen that they will be having a reunion on the farm on 25th October. All descendants and family members of owners of the farm down the years are invited. If you are interested you should contact them at templefarm@telkomsa.net
And talking of the Forbes family I had an interesting email from Alan Jellis who is married to Barbara Forbes. He was able to give me some information on this branch of the family. This is always good ‘for the record’ as we had little information on the Forbes family at the time the Flemmer book appeared.

I mentioned that we had been to a wedding near East London in early December. I was surprised and pleased to get letters shortly after getting back from both Joan Geyser (Flemmer) and her brother Ludvig. These two are among the oldest of our family being, according to my calculations 84 and 82 respectively in December last year. The great pity of it was that having decided to go on an extensive road trip through South Africa they had called in at our house here in Kalk Bay the day after we left for East London.
 What a pity this was and what an adventure for this venerable pair to take to the road on such a journey! Both have a particular place in the Flemmer family annals. Joan for her long interest and support in family matters and more importantly her invaluable transcription of the Little Dane all those years ago. At the last Flemmer Reunion in Cradock Lu was designated ‘The Flemmer’ being the oldest South African Flemmer at that time and still going strong.
I was sorry to see from their letters that both had lost their spouses. Johnny Geyser passed away on the 23rd of September 2012 and Lu’s wife Estelle on the 19th of November 2011. I’m sure you will join me in passing on our condolences.
Having mentioned the Flemmer family’s departure from Denmark in 1852 reminded me that in February 2013 it was 160 years since their ox wagons had creaked and groaned in to Cradock at the end of their very long trip. How astonished they would be to see the world today! And even more amazed to see how many descendants there are, scattered to the four corners of the globe. 
It’s also 10 years since we had that wonderful 150 year reunion in Cradock. The time has flown, but what an enjoyable event it was. I wish I could summon the energy to organize another one. It would have to be after I have finished the von Abo history – but don’t hold your breath!

The years roll by. Judy and I have just been on the most wonderful trip walking the Wild Coast Meander near East London as part of my brother Pad’s 60th birthday celebrations. You can see my pictures of the trip here http://tinyurl.com/blbfs45. It really was a fantastic experience but my little brother 60 – I can’t believe it. I was sorry not to see my dear East London cousins – to wish Nolan a happy 75th birthday on 28th February and to join the celebrations (not that I’ve been invited) for the 70th birthday of my dear cousin Dan Flemmer on 30th April. Dan has specifically asked that if possible all gifts should be in low denomination used notes and I will provide an address if you contact me. We wish them long life and good health.

Via the Flemmer website I had an email from an old friend of Stacey Essmann (daughter of Christian Aubrey Flemmer). He had several 60s photos of the family which he has passed on. I managed to get hold of Stacey on the phone – it was good to talk to her after more than 10 years. She told me that she is a grandmother several times over and I’m waiting details. She also told me that sadly her husband Erich had passed away on the 8th November 2011.

We also had a mail from Noel Mast to say that Wendy’s husband Dave Griffiths had passed away in Kelowna, Canada on the 12th January 2013. Our condolences to Wendy and her family.

So good people that’s it for now. We’re off to help prop up the Greek economy. PLEASE if you have any family news remember to send it on to me or Fay.
All the best

Steve
